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PRESENT SIMPLE vs. PRESENT CONTINUOUS 

Es.1. Inserisci I verbi al PRESENT SIMPLE o al PRESENT CONTINUOUS nelle seguenti  frasi.   
1. We .................................. (usually spend) our holiday in our house in the country, but this  summer 
we .................................. (travel) abroad, for a change. 
2.I .................................. (not  have) dinner today. I .................................. (not feel) very well. I 
.................................. (have)  a terrible headache. In fact I .................................. (go) straight to bed. 
3.My cousin Fran  .................................. (arrive) tomorrow morning and I .................................. (meet) 
her at the  station at 7.30. 
4.Silvia .................................. (attend) a course in Cornwall and she  .................................. (stay) at a bed 
and breakfast.  
5.I .................................. (go) jogging  every morning, but I .................................. (not go) tomorrow. I 
.................................. (prefer)  to sleep late for once. 
6.Mick usually .................................. (finish) work at 5, but today he  .................................. (work) late. 
7.– I hear that Sean and Sam .................................. (have) a  party on Friday night. .................................. 
(you go)?• I .................................. (not think)  I can. I .................................. (see) a friend on Friday.  
8.Gwyneth .................................. (drive)  to Cardiff next week. She .................................. (have) some 
friends there. 
9.– What  .................................. (you do) this evening?• Nothing special. I .................................. (stay)  
at home. I .................................. (watch) a football match on TV. .................................. (you  want) to 
come to my place? We can watch it together. 
10.– Aren’t you ready yet?• Just a minute.  I .................................. (get) dressed. Why 
.................................. (you not have) a drink while  you .................................. (wait)? – All right. But be 
quick! The film ..................................  (start) at 7.30.34.  

Es. 2. Inserisci I verbi tra parentesi usando il PRESENT CONTINUOUS, il PRESENT  SIMPLE o CAN. Dai 
alternative quando possibile.   

   
1.Where are my sneakers? I .................................... (see) them anywhere. 
2.What  .................................... (he say)? I .................................... (not understand) anything. 
3.I  .................................... (try)to concentrate, but it’s impossible with all the noise you  
.................................... (make). 
4.You can use my computer if you ....................................  (want). I .................................... (not need) it 
at the moment.  
5.– .................................... (Hugh  know) you are here?• I .................................... (have) no idea. 
6.– .................................... (you  not listen) to me?• Yes, but I .................................... (not hear) you if 
you don’t speak  up. 
7.Hilary’s English is much better now. She .................................... (learn)very fast. But of  course she 
.................................... (not speak) fluently yet. 
8.Judith .................................... (not  go out) with Justin at the moment. She .................................. 
(say)she ....................................  (not love) him any more.  

Es. 3. Usa le espressioni date per esprimere irritazione, sorpresa o ironia nelle frasi.   

always shout • continually forget things • always try to get into my kitchen • forever break  down • 
always complain • forever criticise 
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e.g.We really must change our car.It’s forever breaking down.  

1.The people upstairs are terribly noisy. They .................................... .  
2.My neighbour’s cat .......................................... . Once he stole some fish from the table. 3.You 
don’t like this! You don’t like that! You ................................... about something.  4.I’m very absent-
minded these days. I ........................................................ .  
5.My senior colleague ................................... me and it’s very annoying.  

Es. 4. Scegli l’alternativa corretta.   
   

1. This soup is tasting/tastes strange. What did you put in it?  
2. The chef is tasting/tastes the new sauce.  
3. This perfume doesn’t smell/isn’t smelling good on me.  
4. Why do you smell/are you smelling the fish?• To see if it’s fresh.    
5. What’s that smell? Is it smoke?• Smoke? I can’t smell/am not smelling anything.   
6. Who are you thinking/do you think of?  
7. What are you thinking/do you think of the new head teacher?  
8. Tell me what you see/are seeing in this picture.  
9. Are you free tonight?• No, I am seeing/can see/see some friends.  
10. Don’t take any notice of Thomas. He is being/is silly as usual.  

Es. 5. Traduci le seguenti frasi   

1 - Ciao Claire. Dove vai così di fretta?• Vado al lavoro. – Ma sono solo le  8. Non cominci il lavoro alle 
9.30 di solito? • Sì, ma questa settimana comincio un’ora prima.  
2 – Questa sera vediamo Pete a Ann. Prenderemo una pizza insieme. Vuoi venire anche tu? •  Mi spiace, 
ma oggi non mi sento molto bene.  
3 – Che cosa succede laggiù? Perché corrono tutte quelle persone? • Non ho nessuna idea.  Guarda! Sta 
arrivando la polizia!  
4 – Quando parte il tuo volo? • Alle 6 di mattina. Ma mio padre mi porta all’aeroporto.  
5-Di solito non usciamo dopo cena, ma in questi giorni usciamo quasi tutte le sere perché  danno una 
serie di concerti molto buoni.  
6 - È buffo. Oggi piove e il signor Gibson non ha un ombrello. Di solito porta un  ombrello anche quando 
c’è il sole.  

Es. 6. Scegli l’opzione corretta.   

She’s getting .......... an ice cream.  
A. for her granddaughter  
B. to her granddaughter  
C. her granddaughter  

We took lots of photos during our holiday.• Really? Show .......... . I’d really like to see them.  
      A. them me  

B. them to me  
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C. to me them 
Are you going shopping? Can you buy .......... ?  
 A. some biscuits to me.   
 B. some biscuits for me  
 C. to me some biscuits  
Now, who can tell me the capital city of Papua New Guinea?• I .......... . It’s Port Moresby.  
      A. can tell  

B. can  
C. tell it  

My best friend loves fast food but I .......... .  
A. not  
B. don’t like  
C. don’t  

Who wants some pineapple?   
A. We  
B. We want  
C. We want not  

Es. 7. Nella parte evidenziata delle frasi ci sono degli errori, trovali e correggili.   

1. What does happen when you click on this icon?  
2. Tom likes very much his new school.  
3. My French teacher often is angry on Mondays.  
4. That’s Joe’s book. Give to him it.  
5. There isn’t no bread.  
6. Doesn’t he never use the Net?   

       7. My sister always taking my things. It really annoys me!  
       8. Who is it? Who’s there?• I am.  

PAST SIMPLE   

Es.8. Completa le frasi con il PAST SIMPLE del verbo to be.   

 
1. Linda ....................... in Florence the day before yesterday. She ....................... back in  Oxford 
yesterday evening.  
2. Sarah and Jill ....................... (not) at home two days ago. Yesterday morning they  ....................... in 
Brighton. Then last night they ....................... back home in  Canterbury.  

Es. 9. Inserisci I verbi mancanti al PAST SIMPLE.   
   

Last Sunday I 1....................... at my friend Janet’s house. It 2....................... fun. She 3....................... a 
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swimming pool in her garden and a ping-pong table. Janet  4....................... my best friend. She 
5....................... 14 years old, like me. We 6.......................  also born in the same month. She 
7....................... born at the beginning of July and I  8....................... born on the 20th. Janet 
9....................... very attractive. She 10.......................  dark hair and blue eyes and 11....................... tall 
and slim. She 12....................... a younger brother, Timothy. Timothy 13....................... only 12, but he 
14....................... a bit bossy. Fortunately last Sunday he 15....................... there.  

Es.10. Forma domanda con le parole date e scrivi le risposte.   
   

Ex. Linda / in Oxford / the day before yesterday?   
 Was Linda in Oxford the day before yesterday?•No, she wasn’t.  

0. Where / Linda / the day before yesterday?   
1. Linda / back in Oxford / yesterday evening?   
2. Sarah and Jill / at home / yesterday morning?  
3. When / they / back in Canterbury  

Es.11. Completa le frasi inserendo il verbo to be alla forma corretta del PRESENT SIMPLE  o PAST SIMPLE 
e gli eventuali soggetti mancanti.   

1– I ....................... in Barcelona last week.•Really ? I ....................... there years ago. They say  the area 
near the port ....................... very different now.–Yes, there ....................... a lot of new  buildings.   
2– Where ....................... last weekend? You ....................... in town.• No, in fact I .......................  at 
the seaside.– What ....................... the weather like there? ....................... awful here.  
3– ....................... your parents born in Italy or in the USA?•My father ....................... born in  Italy, but 
my mother’s American. She ....................... from Boston, actually.  
4-I ....................... very well yesterday, but ....................... fine now, so we can go swimming  this 
afternoon, if you like.  
5– Why ....................... you and Bruce at the cinema last night?• Actually .......................  there. It’s just 
that ....................... a bit late.  
6– ....................... there many people at the concert yesterday?• Yes, there ....................... a lot.  

Es.12. Inserisci I verbi alla forma affermativa e negative del PAST SIMPLE.   

Ex. Lena studied all day yesterday, but she didn’t study after dinner because she was tired.  (study)  

 
1. The Coopers were at the Chinese restaurant last night. I .................................... them, but  they 
.................................... me. (recognise)  
2. The kitchen’s a mess. We .................................... the other rooms, but we  .................................... the 
kitchen. (tidy up)   
3. Ralph isn’t interested in jazz, so he .................................... the concert very much, but his  friend 
Patrick .................................... it a lot. (like)  
4. Nicholas has some relatives in San Diego, so when he was there he .................................... at  a hotel. 
He .................................... with his relatives. (stay)  
5. Was the journey long?•No, it was an Intercity train, so it only .................................... in  large towns. 
It ................................. at every station. (stop)  
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6. Did you go to Munich by plane?•No, we .................................... by plane because there were  no 
cheap flights. We .................................... by train. (travel)  
7. The new fish restaurant’s great. I love seafood so I .................................... the seafood salad,  but 
James .................................... it because he’s allergic to prawns. (try) 
8. We .................................... tennis yesterday because the weather was bad. We  
.................................... computer games at home instead. (play)  

Es. 13. Completa la seguente conversazione. Inserisci i verbi alla forma affermativa, negativa e 
interrogativa del PAST SIMPLE e completa le short answers.  

Sean: What was your weekend in Dublin like?  
Julia: It was fantastic! We really 1......................... (enjoy) it.   
Sean: So what 2.............................. (you do)?  
Julia: Well, we 3......................... (arrive) nice and early on Saturday, so we 4.........................  (decide) to 
spend the morning visiting the city.  
Sean: 5.............................. (you visit) Trinity College?  
JuliaI: 6......................... , but Rebecca and Joe 7......................... . They 8......................... (prefer)  to relax 
in a park.  
Sean: 9.............................. (you go) to any other museums or places like that? Julia: No, we 
10......................... . We just 11......................... (walk) around the centre and  12......................... (do) 
some shopping.  
Sean: What about the evening? 13.............................. (you find) any good clubs?  Julia: Yes, we 
14......................... . There was one place in particular where they  15......................... (play) some really 
great music. In fact, we 16......................... (not get)  back to the hotel till 2 a.m.  
Sean: What about Sunday?  
Julia: Well, our flight back was at midday, so we 17......................... (not have) much time on  Sunday.  
Sean: Really? Wasn’t it expensive to go for just a day and a half?  
Julia: Well, it 18......................... (not cost) very much. In fact it was only 10 pounds. Sean: Wow! 
Pity I 19......................... (not come) with you.   
Julia: Yes. Maybe next time.  

Es. 14. Scrivi il PAST SIMPLE dei seguenti verbi   
bring....................... 
chat....................... 
climb....................... 
cry....................... 
fall......................  
feel....................... 
fly....................... 
hear....................... 
hurry....................... 
learn...................... . 
listen....................... 
live....................... 
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occur....................... 
panic....................... 
play...................... 
put....................... 
ring....................... 
steal....................... 
take....................... 
wake up................  

 
COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES 

 

Es. 15. Scrivi il corretto COMPARATIVO DI MAGGIORNZA per ogni aggettivo  

1. bright -->   
2. good -->   
3. hot -->   
4. sad -->   
5. healthy -->   
6. tall -->   
7. heavy -->   
8. fat -->   
9. bad -->   
10. far -->   
   
Es. 16. Completa le frasi con la forma corretta del COMPARATIVO DI MAGGIORANZA.   

1. Sue's car isn't very big. She wants a …………………………. car.   
2. This house isn't very modern. I like ………………………….houses.   
3. You're not very tall. Your brother is …………………………..   
4. Bill doesn't work very hard. I work …………………………..   
5. My chair isn't very comfortable. Your chair is …………………………. 
6. Jill's idea wasn't very good. My idea was …………………………..   
7. These flowers aren't very nice. The blue ones are ……………………… 

     8. My case isn't very heavy. Your case is …………………………..   
 9. I'm not very interested in sports. I'm …………………………. in reading.  
 10. It isn't very warm today. Yesterday it was …………………………..   
11. These tomatoes aren't very good. The other ones tas …………………………. 
12. Ireland isn't very big. France is …………………………..   
13. Liverpool isn't very beautiful. London is …………………………..   
14. This knife isn't very sharp. Have you got a ………………………….one?   
15. People today aren't very polite. In the past they were ……………………… 

Es. 17. Scegli l’opzione giusta   



 8 

1. A bike is _________ a car.  

more cheap than  
cheaper than  
more cheaper than  
cheaper as 
 
 
 
2. "I think Marilyn Monroe was __________ Madonna"  
 

more beautiful than  
beautifuller than  
more beautifuller than  
more beautiful as  

3. "CDs are much _________ records, & 
nobody listens to tapes!"  

more moderner than  
moderner than  
more modern than  
more modern as  

4. Which of the following are 
grammatically and factually correct?  
Germany is _________ China.  

as big as  
not bigger as  
not as big than  
not as big as  

5. "When it came to maths Phillip was 
________ student in the class."  

the worst  
worst  
the most bad  
the baddest  
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6. You are having a party and some extra guests arrive, what do you  say? 
"Come in, the more, __________"  
the happier  
the busier  
the merrier  
the funnier  

Es. 18. Completa le frasi con la forma corretta 
del COMPARATIVO (+)MAGGIORANZA,  (--) MINORANZA; (=) UGUAGLIANZA  

1. There is nothing ………………………….. (exciting) than going on a trip. (-)  
2. Your tee-shirt looks ………………………….. (yellow) with this skirt ! (+)  
3. Which do you like ………………………….. (good) , fish or meat ? (+)  
4. Your car is ………………………….. (fast) as mine ! (=)  
5. Gold is ………………………….. (valuable) than silver. (+)  
6. New York is ………………………….. (large) than Seattle. (+)  
7. I think geography is much ………………………….. (easy) than science. (+)  
8. No need to go any ………………………….. (far) ! (+)  

 9. Which is ………………………….. (big) , a tiger or a lion ? (+)  
     10. Mike is ………………………….. (tender) than John, my ex-boyfriend. (-)  
 
Es. 19. Completa la tabella con la forma corretta del SUPERLATIVO DI MAGGIORANZA  degli aggettivi in 
parentesi.   

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6
.  

7.  

8
.  

9.  

10
.  

This is the ……………………………. (high) mountain in  
Australia.  

That's the ……………………………. (poor) country in the  
world.  

They're the ……………………………. (beautiful) flowers I've  
ever seen.  

George is the ……………………………. (slow) runner in the  
race.  

Anne is the ……………………………. (young) in class.  

That's the ……………………………. (difficult) exercise I've ever  
done.  

This is the ……………………………. (busy) restaurant I know. 

Who has the ……………………………. (fast) car?  

Your pillow is the ……………………………. (soft). The room at 

the back is the ……………………………. (quiet). 
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Es. 20. Scegli l’opzione giusta   

My sister is ____ person in her class.  
• more smart than  
• smarter than  
• the most smart  
• the smartest  
An elephant is ____ a mouse.  
• bigger than  
• more big than 
• the biggest  
• the most big  
We bought ____ house in the city.  
• expensiver than  
• more expensive than  
• the expensivest  
• the most expensive  
Sara was born in 1959. Lynn was born in 1999. Lynn is ____ Sara.  
• more young than  
• the most young  
• the youngest  
• younger than  
We have bad coughs. My cough is ____.  
• more bad than  
• the most bad  
• the worst  
• worse than  
Math is ____ subject in school.  
• difficulter than  
• more difficult than  
• the difficultest  
• the most difficult  
She is going to be ____ bride.  
• happier than  
• more happy than  
• the happiest  
• the most happy  
An adult is ____ a child.  
• intelligenter than  
• more intelligent than  
• the intelligentest  
• the most intelligent  
Legs are ____ arms.  
• longer than  
• more long than  
• the longest  
• the most long  
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James is ____ boy on the team.  
• more tall than  
• taller than  
• the most tall 
• the tallest  
My brother is very smart. He has ____ marks in the school.  
• better than  
• more good than  
• the best  
• the most good  
Bob and Dave ran a race. Bob won the race. Dave was ____ Bob.  
• more slow than  
• slower than  
• the most slow  
• the slowest  
Sandy is 70 centimeters tall. Sara is 120 centimeters tall. Donna is 90 centimeters tall.  Sandy is ____.  
• more short than  
• shorter than  
• the most short  
• the shortest  
My uncle is ____ man in our family.  
• more rich than  
• richer than  
• the most rich  
• the richest  
My mother cooks ____ my dad.  
• better than  
• more good than  
• the best  
• the most good  
Her daughter wore ____ dress to the party.  
• more pretty than  
• prettier than  
• the most pretty  
• the prettiest  
His bedroom is small. Her bedroom is big. Her bedroom is ____ his.  
• bigger than  
• more big than  
• the bigest  
• the most big  
Those cookies are ____ the cake.  
• more sweet than  
• sweeter than  
• the most sweet 
• the sweetest  
I like your car. It was ____ in the race.  
• faster than  
• more fast than  
• the fastest  
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• the most fast  
Your towel is ____ mine.  
• more warm than  
• the most warm  
• the warmest  
• warmer than  
Friends are ____ money.  
• importanter than  
• more important than  
• the importantest  
• the most important  
Drums are ____ violins.  
• more noisy than  
• noisier than  
• the most noisy  
• the noisiest  
Judy is ____ her sister.  
• more polite than  
• politer than  
• the most polite  
• the politest  
A lion is ____ animal in the jungle.  
• dangerouser than  
• more dangerous than  
• the dangerousest  
• the most dangerous  
My neighbors are ____ people.  
• more nice than  
• nicer than  
• the most nice  
• the nicest  
July is ____ month of the year.  
• more warm than  
• the most warm  
• the warmest  
• warmer than 
Sara is ____ Karen.  
• more pretty than  
• prettier than  
• the most pretty  
• the prettiest  
Canada is ____ Germany.  
• larger than  
• more large than  
• the largest  
• the most large  
Her ring is ____ her watch.  
• beautifuler  
• more beautiful than  
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• the beautifulest  
• the most beautiful  

 

Es. 21. Completa le frasi con la forma corretta del COMPARATIVO e del SUPERLATIVO  degli aggettivi   

What is ……………………………………. (EXPENSIVE) car at the moment ? - I'm not sure, but I  think its a Rolls 
Royce. It's certainly ……………………………………. (EXPENSIVE) than a  Ferrari.   
Jessica is ……………………………………. (PRETTY) girl in our class. She's even than her sister .  - That is true 
but ……………………………………. (LATE) is ……………………………………. (NICE)  isn't she ?   
The night grew ……………………………………. (DARK) and the noises became  ……………………………………. (LOUD) 
and ……………………………………. (LOUD).  I am not ……………………………………. (OLD) enough to drive , but my  
……………………………………. (OLD) sister Christina has got a car. She is two years (OLD) than  I am.   
It was ……………………………………. (TERRIBLE) disaster that ever happened on our planet.  How's Alan ? - 
He's still ……………………………………. (ILL) but he looks a lot  ……………………………………. (GOOD) than the day 
before.   
What's ……………………………………. (FAR) you have been away from home ? - Well I was in  South Africa 
once.   
Have you heard about the explosion ? - It's one of ……………………………………. (DEADLY) in  recent years . 
We'll have to wait for ……………………………………. (FAR) news to see what has  really happened.   
When I was young I loved pizza , but my taste has changed . I like it a lot  ……………………………………. 
(LITTLE) nowadays.   
Our English test is next week and I am getting ……………………………………. (NERVOUS)  every day. 

 


