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PRESENT TENSES 
 
 
Ex.1.  Complete the sentences with the PRESENT SIMPLE or the PRESENT 
CONTINUOUS of the verbs in brackets. 
 
1. We .................................. (usually spend) our holiday in our house in the country, but this 
summer we .................................. (travel) abroad, for a change. 
2. I .................................. (not have) dinner today. I .................................. (not feel) very well.  
I .................................. (have) a terrible headache. In fact I .................................. (go) straight 
to bed. 
3. My cousin Fran .................................. (arrive) tomorrow morning and I 
.................................. (meet) her at the station at 7.30. 
4. Silvia .................................. (attend) a course in Cornwall and she .................................. 
(stay) at a bed and breakfast.  
5. I .................................. (go) jogging every morning, but I .................................. (not go) 
tomorrow.  I .................................. (prefer) to sleep late for once. 
6. Mick usually .................................. (finish) work at 5, but today he .................................. 
(work) late. 
7. – I hear that Sean and Sam .................................. (have) a party on Friday night.     
.................................. (you go)?• I .................................. (not think) I can. I 
.................................. (see) a friend on Friday.  
8. Gwyneth .................................. (drive) to Cardiff next week. She .................................. 
(have) some friends there. 
9– What .................................. (you do) this evening?• Nothing special. I .................................. 
(stay) at home. I .................................. (watch) a football match on TV. .................................. 
(you want) to come to my place? We can watch it together. 
10.– Aren’t you ready yet?• Just a minute. I .................................. (get) dressed.  Why 
.................................. (you not have) a drink while you .................................. (wait)? – All 
right. But be quick! The film .................................. (start) at 7.30. 
 
Ex. 2.   Complete the sentences with the PRESENT SIMPLE, the PRESENT CONTINUOUS 
or CAN. Write alternatives when possibile. 
 
1. Where are my sneakers? I .................................... (see) them anywhere. 
2. What .................................... (he say)? I .................................... (not understand) 
anything. 
3. I .................................... (try)to concentrate, but it’s impossible with all the noise  you 
.................................... (make). 
4. You can use my computer if you .................................... (want). I .................................... 
(not need)  it at the moment.  
5. – .................................... (Hugh know) you are here?• I .................................... (have) no idea. 
6. – .................................... (you not listen) to me?• Yes, but I ....................................  (not hear) 
you if you don’t speak up. 
7. Hilary’s English is much better now. She .................................... (learn)very fast. But of 
course  she .................................... (not speak) fluently yet.8Judith .................................... (not 
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go out) with Justin at the moment. She .................................. (say)she .................................... 
(not love) him any more. 
 
Ex. 3.   Use the expressions given with the present tenses. 
 

always shout • continually forget things • always try to get into my kitchen • forever 
break down • always complain • forever criticise 

 
e.g. We really must change our car. It’s forever breaking down. 
 
1.The people upstairs are terribly noisy. They .................................... . 
2.My neighbour’s cat .......................................... . Once he stole some fish from the table. 
3.You don’t like this! You don’t like that! You ................................... about something.  
4.I’m very absent-minded these days. I ........................................................ . 
5.My senior colleague ................................... me and it’s very annoying. 
 
 
Ex. 4.   Choose the correct alternative.  
 

1. This soup is tasting/tastes strange. What did you put in it? 
2. The chef is tasting/tastes the new sauce. 

      3. This perfume doesn’t smell/isn’t smelling good on me. 
      4.  Why do you smell/are you smelling the fish?• To see if it’s fresh.  
      5.  What’s that smell? Is it smoke?• Smoke? I can’t smell/am not smelling anything. 
      6. Who are you thinking/do you think of? 
      7. What are you thinking/do you think of the new head teacher? 
      8. Tell me what you see/are seeing in this picture. 
      9.  Are you free tonight?• No, I am seeing/can see/see some friends. 
      10. Don’t take any notice of Thomas. He is being/is silly as usual. 
 
Ex. 5.   Translate the following sentences. 
 
1. - Ciao Claire. Dove vai così di fretta • Vado al lavoro. – Ma sono solo le 8. Non cominci il 
lavoro alle 9.30 di solito? • Sì, ma questa settimana comincio un’ora prima. 
2. – Questa sera vediamo Pete a Ann. Prenderemo una pizza insieme. Vuoi venire anche tu? • 
Mi spiace, ma oggi non mi sento molto bene. 
3. – Che cosa succede laggiù? Perché corrono tutte quelle persone? • Non ho nessuna idea. 
Guarda! Sta arrivando la polizia! 
4. – Quando parte il tuo volo? • Alle 6 di mattina. Ma mio padre mi porta all’aeroporto. 
5. -Di solito non usciamo dopo cena, ma in questi giorni usciamo quasi tutte le sere perché  
danno una serie di concerti molto buoni. 
 
 
Ex. 6.   Correct the mistakes in the underlined parts of the sentences.  

1. What does happen when you click on this icon? 
2. Tom likes very much his new school. 
3. My French teacher often is angry on Mondays. 
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4. That’s Joe’s book. Give to him it. 
5. There isn’t no bread. 
6. Doesn’t he never use the Net?  

      7. My sister always taking my things. It really annoys me! 
      8. Who is it? Who’s there?• I am. 
 
 

PAST TENSES 
 
 
 
Ex. 7.  Fill in the gaps with the missing verbs at the PAST SIMPLE. 
 
Last Sunday I (1)....................... at my friend Janet’s house. It (2)....................... fun. She 
(3)....................... a swimming pool in her garden and a ping-pong table. Janet 
(4)....................... my best friend. She (5)....................... 14 years old, like me. We 
(6)....................... also born in the same month. She (7)....................... born at the beginning 
of July and I (8)....................... born on the 20th. Janet (9)....................... very attractive. She 
(10)....................... dark hair and blue eyes and (11)....................... tall and slim. She 
(12)....................... a younger brother, Timothy. Timothy (13)....................... only 12, but he 
(14)....................... a bit bossy. Fortunately last Sunday he (15)....................... there. 
 
Ex.8.  Ask questions using the words given. Then answer. 
 
Ex. Linda / in Oxford / the day before yesterday?   
      Was Linda in Oxford the day before yesterday?•No, she wasn’t. 

0. Where / Linda / the day before yesterday?  
1. Linda / back in Oxford / yesterday evening?  
2. Sarah and Jill / at home / yesterday morning? 
3. When / they / back in Canterbury 

 
Ex.9.    Complete the sentences with the PRESENT SIMPLE or the PAST SIMPLE of the 
verbs in brackets.  
 
1.– I ....................... in Barcelona last week. •Really ? I ....................... there years ago. They 
say the area near the port  ....................... very different now.–Yes, there ....................... a lot of 
new buildings.  
2.– Where ....................... last weekend? You ....................... in town.• No, in fact I 
....................... at the seaside.– What ....................... the weather like there? ....................... awful 
here. 
3.– ....................... your parents born in Italy or in the USA?•My father ....................... born 
in Italy, but my mother’s American.  She ....................... from Boston, actually. 
4.-I ....................... very well yesterday, but ....................... fine now, so we can go swimming  
this afternoon, if you like. 
5.– Why ....................... you and Bruce at the cinema last night?• Actually ....................... 
there. It’s just that ....................... a bit late. 
6.– ....................... there many people at the concert yesterday?• Yes, there ....................... a lot. 
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Ex. 10.   Complete the conversation with the verbs at the PAST SIMPLE.  
Sean: What was your weekend in Dublin like? 
Julia: It was fantastic! We really (1)......................... (enjoy) it.  
Sean: So what (2).............................. (you do)? 
Julia: Well, we (3)......................... (arrive) nice and early on Saturday, so we 
(4)......................... (decide)  to spend the morning visiting the city. 
Sean: (5).............................. (you visit) Trinity College? 
JuliaI: (6)......................... , but Rebecca and Joe (7)......................... . They (8)......................... 
(prefer)  to relax in a park. 
Sean: (9).............................. (you go) to any other museums or places like that? 
Julia: No, we (10)......................... . We just (11)......................... (walk) around the centre and 
(12)......................... (do) some shopping. 
Sean: What about the evening? (13).............................. (you find) any good clubs?  
Julia: Yes, we (14)......................... . There was one place in particular where they 
(15)......................... (play) some really great music. In fact, we (16)......................... (not get) 
back to the hotel till 2 a.m. 
Sean: What about Sunday? 
Julia: Well, our flight back was at midday, so we (17)......................... (not have) much time 
on Sunday. 
Sean: Really? Wasn’t it expensive to go for just a day and a half? 
Julia: Well, it (18)......................... (not cost) very much. In fact it was only 10 pounds. 
Sean: Wow! Pity I (1)9......................... (not come) with you.  
Julia: Yes. Maybe next time. 

 
EX.11.  Complete the conversation with the  PAST CONTINUOUS of the verbs in brackets. 
 
First, be careful because Steve couldn’t use his right hand. It was covered in blood, so he 
(1).............................. (hold) the gun in his left hand. 
Director: OK. Ready for action!  
Paul: lie down behind the car. You’ve been shot. 
Liz: No.  
Paul: (2).............................. (not lie) behind the car, he was in front of it. 
Director: OK. What (3).............................. the extras (4).............................. (do)?  
Liz: The two women (5).............................. (carry) umbrellas because it (6).............................. 
(rain). 
Director: Fine. What about the little girl? (7).............................. (she talk) to her brother? 
Liz: No, she (8).............................. . She (9).............................. (eat) an ice cream, while her 
brother  (10).............................. (listen) to music on his smartphone. 
Director: OK. Action! Audrey! 
Liz: No stop! Audrey (11).............................. (not wear) sunglasses, and she 
(12).............................. (run) from left to right across the car park, not right to left. Steve and 
Audrey  (13).............................. (shout) at each other. 
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Ex.12.  Choose the correct alternative. 
 
Jeffrey: So, how has been/was your trip to London? 
Alice:  Oh, I had/I’ve had a wonderful time. It’s a really fascinating city. Have you ever been/ 
Have you ever gone there? 
Jeffrey: Yes, once, but it was/has been over 20 years ago. I’m sure it has changed/changed a 
lot  since then. 
Alice: Yes, a number of weird buildings have only gone/only went up over the last 10 years 
or so – the Shard for example. 
Jeffrey: Oh, have you gone/did you go up to the top? I’ve heard/I heard the view is stunning. 
Alice: Yes, it is. But you know, I’ve been/I was a bit nervous at first because I don’t like  
heights.  But when we’ve reached/we reached the top floor 11I haven’t suffered/I didn’t suffer 
from vertigo at all. The view of St. Paul’s Cathedral from there was the most magnificent I 
ever saw/I’ve ever seen. 

 
 
Ex.13.  Translate the following sentences. 
 
 
1.Quanto tempo sei stato in America?• Un mese. Era da molto tempo che non facevo una 
vacanza.  
2.Conoscevo Ben da molto tempo, ma non avevo sue notizie da anni, così fui sorpresa quando 
lo vidi alla televisione. Non sapevo che fosse diventato un attore. 
3.I bambini erano eccitati. Era la prima volta che vedevano la neve. 
4.Mel aveva appena comprato i biglietti per il teatro quando Brenda lo ha chiamato perché 
aveva due biglietti gratis. 
5.Era la terza volta che facevo quell’esame e ieri l’ho passato finalmente. 
6.Non andavo in bicicletta da anni e all’inizio ho avuto qualche difficoltà. 

 
 
 

COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES 

 
 
 

 
 

Ex. 14.  Complete the sentences with the correct comparative of majority. 
 
1. Sue's car isn't very big. She wants a …………………………. car.  
2. This house isn't very modern. I like ………………………….houses.  
3. You're not very tall. Your brother is …………………………..  
4. Bill doesn't work very hard. I work …………………………..  
5. My chair isn't very comfortable. Your chair is …………………………..  
6. Jill's idea wasn't very good. My idea was …………………………..  
7. These flowers aren't very nice. The blue ones are …………………………..  
8. My case isn't very heavy. Your case is …………………………..  
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9. I'm not very interested in sports. I'm …………………………. in reading.  
10. It isn't very warm today. Yesterday it was …………………………..  
11. These tomatoes aren't very good. The other ones taste …………………………..  
12. Ireland isn't very big. France is …………………………..  
13. Liverpool isn't very beautiful. London is …………………………..  
14. This knife isn't very sharp. Have you got a ………………………….one?  
15. People today aren't very polite. In the past they were ………………………….. 
 
Ex. 15.  Choose the correct alternative. 
 
1. A bike is _________ a car. 

more cheap than 
cheaper than 
more cheaper than 
cheaper as 

 

 
2. "I think Marilyn Monroe was __________ Madonna" 

more beautiful than 
beautifuller than 
more beautifuller than 
more beautiful as 

 

 
3. "CDs are much _________ records, & nobody listens to tapes!" 

more moderner than 
moderner than 
more modern than 
more modern as 

 

 
4. Which of the following are grammatically and factually correct? 
Germany is _________ China. 

as big as 
not bigger as 
not as big than 
not as big as 

 

 
5. "When it came to maths Phillip was ________ student in the class." 
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the worst 
worst 
the most bad 
the baddest 

 

 
6. You are having a party and some extra guests arrive, what do you 
say? "Come in, the more, __________" 

the happier 
the busier 
the merrier 
the funnier 

 

 
 
 
Ex. 16. Complete the grid with the correct superlative of adjectives. 
 
 

1. 
This is the ……………………………. (high) mountain in 
Australia. 

2. 
That's the ……………………………. (poor) country in the 
world. 

3. 
They're the ……………………………. (beautiful) flowers I've 
ever seen. 

4. 
George is the ……………………………. (slow) runner in the 
race. 

5. Anne is the ……………………………. (young) in class. 

6. 
That's the ……………………………. (difficult) exercise I've ever 
done. 

7. This is the ……………………………. (busy) restaurant I know. 

8. Who has the ……………………………. (fast) car? 

9. Your pillow is the ……………………………. (soft). 

10. The room at the back is the ……………………………. (quiet). 

 
 
Ex. 17.  Complete the sentences with the correct comparatives and superlatives of adjectives.  
 
What is ……………………………………. (EXPENSIVE) car at the moment ? - I'm not sure, but I 
think its a Rolls Royce. It's certainly ……………………………………. (EXPENSIVE) than a 
Ferrari.  
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 Jessica is ……………………………………. (PRETTY) girl in our class. She's even than her sister 
. - That is true but ……………………………………. (LATE) is ……………………………………. (NICE) 
isn't she ?  
The night grew ……………………………………. (DARK) and the noises became 
……………………………………. (LOUD) and ……………………………………. (LOUD).  
I am not ……………………………………. (OLD) enough to drive , but my 
……………………………………. (OLD) sister Christina has got a car. She is two years (OLD) than 
I am.  
It was ……………………………………. (TERRIBLE) disaster that ever happened on our planet.  
How's Alan ? - He's still ……………………………………. (ILL) but he looks a lot 
……………………………………. (GOOD) than the day before.  
What's ……………………………………. (FAR) you have been away from home ? - Well I was in 
South Africa once.  
Have you heard about the explosion ? - It's one of ……………………………………. (DEADLY) in 
recent years . We'll have to wait for ……………………………………. (FAR) news to see what has 
really happened.  
When I was young I loved pizza , but my taste has changed . I like it a lot 
……………………………………. (LITTLE) nowadays.  
Our English test is next week and I am getting ……………………………………. (NERVOUS) 
every day. 

 
 
 

IF-CLAUSES 
 
 
Ex.18.  Complete the following sentences (IF-CLAUSE FIRST TYPE). 
 
1.I’m sure Dad ....................... (be) angry if you ....................... (take) his car without asking. 
2.Olivia ....................... (not play) tennis with you tomorrow if she still ....................... (feel) 
weak after the flu. 
3.The red lights ....................... (start) flashing, if there ....................... (be) an emergency. 
4. Are you sure the light in a fridge ....................... (go off) if you ....................... (close) the 
door?  •Well, you ....................... (never know) for sure unless you ....................... (sit) inside 
a fridge and close the door. 
5.You ....................... (get) a better job if you ....................... (learn) to speak another foreign 
language. 
 
Ex. 19.  Complete the following sentences (IF-CLAUSE SECOND TYPE). 
 
1.If you .................................. (can) live in a different country, where 
............................................. (you choose) to live? 
2.............................................. (you tell) me if you .................................. (be) in love with 
someone else? 
3.How .................................. (I look) if I .................................. (dye) my hair red? 
4.What ............................................. (Mum say) if she .................................. (see) all this 
mess? 



 10 

5......................................... (you be) scared if you .................................. (run into) a bear in 
the woods?  
6.If Joshua .................................. (know) the truth, how ............................................. (he react)? 

 
FUTURE TENSES 

 
Ex. 20. Check your grammar: multiple choice. 
Circle the best future form to complete these sentences. 
 
1. Don't worry about your driving test! I'm sure you’ll pass / you're passing . 
2. I won’t come / ’m not coming on Friday, sorry. I have a doctor's appointment. 
3. Are you hot? OK, I’m going to / I’ll open the window. 
4. Don't leave your bike there! Someone ’s stealing it / ’ll steal it . 
5. Good morning and welcome to our school. In this talk I’ll / I’m going to tell you about ... 
6. Look at the traffic! We're going to be / We're arriving late for school. 
7. Oops, I forgot your drink! I'm going to / I’ll go and get it now. 
8. I don't think he'll / think he won't go to the party. 

 
Ex. 21. Check your grammar: error correction. Correct and write these sentences on the 
line below. 
 
1. That looks heavy. I help you. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
2. I'll play at a music festival this weekend. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
3. He's playing really badly. There's no way he's winning this match. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
4. I'll meet Charlie and Anna later. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
5. Let's not go to that beach. I think it's too full of tourists today. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
6. I'll start piano lessons on Monday. I'm really looking forward to it. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
7. I think it won't rain today. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
8. Ask her! I'm sure she isn't minding. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Ex. 22. Check your grammar: matching – invitations, offers and requests. 
Match the two sentence halves and write a – h next to the number 1 – 8. 
 
1…….. Would you like to come for lunch this weekend?  
2…….. Can you help me with this table a moment? Maybe another time. 
3…….. Could you tell me where the nearest bank is, please?  
4…….. Would you like me to ask my brother?  
5…….. Can I come round to your house later?  
6…….. Could you lend me £20, please?  
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7…….. Can I get you a cup of tea?  
8…….. Would you mind passing me that menu, please?  
 

a. Oh, yes, please! Could you? 
b.   Well, actually, my mum’s not feeling well. 
b. I suppose so. But I need it back before Friday. 
c. Yes, of course. Here you go. 
d. Yes, sure. Where do you want to put it? 
e. I’m sorry, I’m not from around here. 
f. No, I’m OK, thanks, I’ve just had one. 
g. Oh, I’d love to, thank you. 

 
 

 
 


